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ABORTION & CONTRACEPTION

LGBTQ+

•	 A 2015 Facebook post provides the most recent statement from the March of Dimes regarding its stance on abortion and 
acknowledging its past partnership with Planned Parenthood. An additional statement from March of Dimes within the comment 
section of its Facebook post: 

•	 Under its Birth Control section on its website, the March of Dimes promotes the use of contraception. It recommends:

•	 MOD does not condemn the use of aborted babies nor prohibit grants to institutions conducting research on aborted babies:

It also recommends using birth control up to at least 18 months after giving birth. 

•	 In a November 2020 blog post, March of Dimes offers resources to those who 
identify as LGBTQ+, particularly during “Transgender Awareness Week.” These 
resources include “Trans and pregnant: How to Find Competent, Gender-
Affirming Healthcare,” and “Preparing for Pregnancy as a Non-Binary Person.”

•	 In 2023, MOD posts a picture on its Facebook page celebrating a gay couple’s 
fatherhood for Pride Month and Father’s Day.
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“A few local March of Dimes chapters have given local grants to Planned Parenthood exclusively for preconception, prenatal, and 
interconception education in areas of the country where prenatal care is sparse, non-existent or difficult to access. This allows 
women to get the care they need to help improve the health of both mom and baby. The March of Dimes is neutral on the subject 
of abortion. The March of Dimes does not encourage, fund, or support abortion services through national, state or community 
grants, nor may Foundation funds be used for directive counseling regarding abortion. Violation of this policy would be grounds for 
immediate cancellation of a grant.” 

“Examples [of birth control] include intrauterine devices (also called IUDs), implants, the pill, and condoms. . . . If you’re not ready to 
get pregnant, use birth control until you’re ready.”

“Fetal tissue research does not violate this policy if applicable federal regulations are adhered to.” 
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https://www.facebook.com/marchofdimes/posts/10155844839610344
https://www.facebook.com/marchofdimes/posts/10155844839610344?comment_id=10155846216645344&reply_comment_id=10155851251420344
https://www.marchofdimes.org/find-support/topics/planning-baby/birth-control#:~:text=Using%20simple%2C%20worry%2Dfree%20birth,birth%20and%20getting%20pregnant%20again
https://www.marchofdimes.org/glue/css-images/policies-for-research-grants.pdf
https://www.marchofdimes.org/find-support/blog/lgbtq-and-pregnancy
https://www.facebook.com/marchofdimes/posts/pfbid02cFBobbaztViGKUBV4fG1ZEJ1C4KQNxc6ZLNGDcs3WvEJH2NkR3wNRwtCGVspT8u3l


•	 March of Dimes’ features a story about a lesbian couple who used IVF as a means of conceiving a child. 

•	 March of Dimes’ Chief Scientific Advisor, Dr. Emre Seli, is an OBGYN who works primarily with IVF. According to Yale University’s 
website, Dr. Seli serves as the director of Yale’s IVF Program and as director of Yale’s Egg Donation and Gestational Surrogacy 
Program. Many of his published research studies involve IVF and contraception, and can be accessed on Yale’s website. 

IVF & ART

Read more about the ethical problems concerning both IVF and ICSI on the USCCB’s website on assisted reproductive technologies.

•	 The March of Dimes lists both in vitro fertilization and intracytoplasmic sperm injection (ICSI) as options for couples struggling with 
infertility. 

https://www.marchofdimes.org/find-support/community/stories/meet-wells-williams-family
https://www.marchofdimes.org/about-us/leadership/march-dimes-leadership
https://medicine.yale.edu/profile/emre-seli/
https://medicine.yale.edu/profile/emre-seli/
https://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/reproductive-technology/begotten-not-made-a-catholic-view-of-reproductive-technology
https://www.sju.edu/centers/icb/blog/is-intracytoplasmic-sperm-injection-icsi-ethical-according-to-the-teachings-of-the-catholic-church
https://www.marchofdimes.org/find-support/topics/planning-baby/thinking-about-fertility-treatment

